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ABSTRACT 

Sources in this annotated bibliography are intended 
for persons who are called upon to moderate or participate in formal 
or large-group meetings, and for instructors who teach courses in 
parliamentary law or who must incorporate such a unit in a larger 
course* The 43 citations are organized by format: (1) manuals; (2) 
textbooks; (3) programmed texts; (4) readings and other specialties; 
(5) journal articles; (6) ERIC documents; (7) films; and (8) 
periodicals. (NKA) 
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PARLIAMENTARY LAW 



A Selected Annotated Bib! ioqra->hy 

Prepared by 

Greog Phifer 
Florida State University 
Auqust 1984 

Distributed by the Speech Conmunication Module— ERIC Clearinahouse on Reading and Corjnunication 
Skills, 510S Backlick Road. Suite E, Annandale, VA 22003. This biblioaraphy may be reproduced 
for free distribution without permission of the Sp^^ech Communication Module. 

These resources are both useful and available nationally, at least in the larger libraries, ^nyone called 
on to moderate or participate in formal or large-group meetings will find them helpful. So will the teacher 
asked to teach a course on parliamentary law or to incorporate such a unit in a larger course. 

Parliamentary law is the focus of three national organizations. (1) Oldest, largest, ond most conserva- 
tive is the National Association of Parliamentarians (NAP), founded in 1930 and currently headquartered 
at 3706 Broadway, Suite 300, Kansas City, Missouri 64111. NAP maintains a tape library of instruction in 
parliafnentary law, holds biennial conventions in odd calendar vears, and conducts examinations on the basis 
of which a member may become a Registered Parliamentarian. (2) Younqer, smaller, and rr.ore innovative is 
the American Institute of Parliamentarians (AIP), currently headquartered at 124 W. Washington Blvd., 
Suite 144, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46863. Organized regionally, with chaoters in some cities, AIP holds annua, 
conventions and accredits by examination on two levels: Certified Parliamentarian and Certified Professior.M 
Parliamentarian. (3J The Ccfwiission on American Parliamentary Practice (CAPP) meets in conjunction 
with the annual convention of the Speech Communication Association. It has no certification program and con- 
sists primarily of those who teuCh speech or communication at the college or university level. 

Resources of this bibliography are organized chronologically within the foHo^.vi no section' : Manuals, Texts, 
Programned (self-instructional) Text. Book of Readings, Articles in Conmunication journals, ERIC Documents, 
Filns, and Periodicals. 



MANUALS 

Jefferson's Manual of Parliamentary Practice . First published in 1801 and still reprinted in the Senate 
Ma nual , this classic was written by Thomas Jefferson while he was vica-president and presiding otficer cf 
the Senate. 

Cushing, Luther S. Cushinq's Manual of Pari iar?entary Practic e. Philadelphia: Winston, 1935. Fi^st pub- 
lished in 1844, this new edition was revised and enlarged by Albert S. Bolles. Some orcanizations estac- 
lished before 1876 retain Cushinq as their parliamentary authority. 

Robert, Henry M. Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised, ^'lenview, Illinois: Scott Foresman, 1970. First 
publi shied in 187b, with a revised edition 1n 15^1b, thi^ manual has bpcone for most iayren synonyrrious 
with pari iarrenta ry law. It was reprinted in 1981 with minor rrodi f ications. 

Sturnis, Alice F. Sturgis Standard Code of Parliamentary Procedure . New York: f1c^^raw-;h 1 1 , 1966. First 
published in 1950, Sturgis makes her unioue contribution with a careful review of leaal precedents, virtu- 
ally all from state courts. She prepared a s -rond edition in 1966; successive pr^.ntinns inccporat^ moor 
changes. Mrs. Sturgis died several years ago, but ftcGraw-HiU hopes to have a revised edition available 
soon. 

Oemeter, Georqe. Demeter*s Manual . Boston: Little, Brown, 1969. A universal edition ri&s published in 
1953; a *'Blue Book" edition in 1969. Claims to be both a manual and a textbook. An unfortunate choice of 
saull type makes this difficult to use. 

McMonaqle; James A. and Emil A. Pf-'ster. The Menibership Manu al. New York. Vantage, '•970. Alphabetical 
arrangeoent of answers to questions on parliamentary procedure. Designed for easy reference. Out of pr-.rit, 
probably available in larger libraries. 
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OescMert Lewis. Oeschler^s Rules of Order . Englewood CliffSt New Jersey: Prentice-Hall , 1976. Oeschler ' 
writes: "This book is an outorowth tf my experience as parliamentarian of the U.S. House of Representatives 
fornearly fifty -ars.- He believes that the "House parliamentary system is readily adaptable to any 
•enbership oroaniiation that needs sone fomi of parliamentary procedure.- Not all reviewtrs have anreed 
with the author. 

Btnk, Oena Citron. How Things Get Done: The Nitty Gritty of Parliamentary Procedure . Columbia: Univer. 
sity of South Carolina, 1979. Bank served the Woman's Club of Columbia as Its parliamentarian. This man- 
ual grew out of her experiences. She advises using Robert for any problem she does not cover. 

FarwelU H.W. I he Majority Rules: A Manual of Procedure for HOST Groups . Pueblo, Colorado: High Publishers, 
1980. Farwell ts the current editor of Parllamen f ary Journal of AlP. He believes that most groups do not 
need the complexity or formality of Robert (or ev n Sturpis). For them he designed a parliamentary man- 
ual to simplify procedures. Among other things, he permits a majority vote to close or limit debate. 

No disrespect is Intended by the omission of manuals and brief texts by Baird, Eliot, Ewbank, Gregg, Mason, 
Stevenson, Whitney, and many others. Each has its own circle of devotees; several have gone through more 
than one edition. 

In all honesty, however, Robert so dominates the market that it is difficult to keep other manuals and 
tetts fn print and available from bookstores. 

TEXTS 

Auer, J. Jeffery. Essentials of Parliamentary Procedure . Third edition. New York: Appleton-Century- 
Crofts, 1959. Prentice-Hall now lists this book. First published in 1940, this brief 57-page text by an 
elder statesman of the Speech Comnunication Association is intentionally compatible with Robert. 

Jon«, 0. Garfield. Senior Manual for Group Leadership . Revised edition. New York: Appleton-Century- 
Cr^fts, 19^9. Not on current Prertice-HaU lists. SpTralbound and indexed for easy reference. Out of 
print, but available in many good libraries and possibly through some used book shops. 

Sturgis, Alice F. Learning Parliamentary Procedure . New York: McGraw-Hill, 1953. Well writtei and read- • 
able, with verses by Richard Armour and cartoons by Leo Hershfield. Mrs. Sturgis died several years ago. 
Several members of AIP have recoffmended revision, but McGraw-Hill does not seem to have any definite plans. 
Cut of print. 

Well"-3n, Ifugo I. Pari i amentary Procedure . New York: Macmillan, 1966. Thl4 paperback went out of print in 
1977 but is available in some large libraries. Organized in 27 lessons with 113 pages and a quick-refer- 
ence chart. 

Hcooestraat, Wayne f. and Donald E. Sikkink. Modern Parliamentary Practice . Minneapolis: Burgess, 1966. 
Second edition. First published in 1963, this, too, has been out of print for some years. Contains many 
eta"t»les and Illustrations of parliamentary practices. 

Veesey, Ray E. Modern Pari ianentary Procedure . Boston: Houghton-Mifflin, 1974. Most manuals and texts 
in this bibliography are compatible with Robert; they would otherwise not be marketable. This is the ex- 
ception (along with Farwell's manual). Keesey*s work is a radical departure from the Robert tradition. 
He dares tora^^irejor innovations, like elimination of little-used motions (postpone indefinitely) and 
of the much-abused motion to table, the most DODular killing motion in American Parliamentary Practice. 

T^e economics of the publishing business make publishers wary of competing in a relatively small market. 
Even some remarkably good work has been published privately or for a specific organization with a guar- 
anteed clientele. Many instructors routinely adopt Robert, just as do many organizations. 

PRDGPAMriED TEXT 

Fray, John and Richard f'^, Rea^ Parliamentary Procedure: A Progratnncd Introduction , Revised edition. 
CMcago: Scott-Foresman, 1974. First ed. 1963. A well-planned self-instructional text usable as a sup- 
plrnent to one of the manuals Keyed to RONR, as one would expect from a Scott-Foresman text. 

Harper and Row allowed Wesley WikselTs How to Conduct Meetings: A ProorarTtned Instruction Manual on Parlia- 
mentary Procedure to go out of print. That Is unfortunate, since only a few of its 500 frcjaes offered prob- 
lews to this reviewer. 
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READINGS AND OTMCR SPECIALTIES 



Aval lablfi. 
in 



"*^9 A. Readings in ?ar]iame ntarv i ;,ui New York- Ha roer a nH Pn - iqaa tu*. . . 

fhprpfnr. Amfik.I^,^. m*.u ^ H'w^cuure snouiQ assisc rather than mtiimdate the niemhers it servoc " uo 
from RONR.- encouiage .nembers to obtain and study, rather than shy away 

Sro"^;h'A;g7?"froi 1,!^^? T27Trl\\ iTZtZ-u'''";' S"^"""" ''--tely published. 1982. 

que stions o/ iniportance , to mH Hi^ntaH^n] ?h! .11^1 and 1974. These are tnoughtful opinions on 
.nd preparing tSeir repl ^ ^Jo^T ^ts^^JJed ;!:<,2e;Sr,:;r bj InrriSs^eML^I^;!"' -"^^^^ 

c«e"tes'f;::ef;.":!5ls" S ^n K"o J°ri$e° '"^^"[he^^?;^ "r^^^^^^ " * °^ 
Bentary law, lectures with soine «amol« I these provide a sound int-oduction to parlia- 

course for ihose unwIlT g orTnab X go JacVto schoo? or'^^."'" an alternative to a colleae 
practlcuw). Available from AIP ° extension course (or go to an AIP 

ARTICLES IN COWUNICATION JOURNAL^ 

Pari lanentary Journal of the American Institute of Parliamentarians offers comprehensive coverage of the 
field of parliamentary law. publishing substantive articles in each issue. 

I^^r^JJlri^l nt'^ ""f?!?-!^ journals of the speech communlcatio.-. associations have never puolished r.ore than 
» ; tM J;- I °" P»'"l'a"'f''ta'-y law. even those have become less frequent in the last decade 
or two They do publish many articles on public address and small group methods, and these often have 
SrS^l llJ?IeTa"nd leln!l«!' '° °' parliamentary law. Here is a quick sampling of arttc?es 

Sl^SSlli^ «-icipal university." Western Jo.rna, 

the Western Sp^iETj^al . °^ ^"'^ ^'^le of the periorfm-STs-j-JIt" 

i969T'l5°?rihi?E:;?;rrs;?t:s ;oJrnaS^rep?;:e;"lo"a°Vs1:;c; '-^^}1^^LS^^, V (SePten.er. 
irlicles on parliamentary law. replaces Today s Speech, a journal that publuhed frequent 

";HU^''i:;;rs^*;';±,,;;;„l"i.".;;/':;';-:';'y,;^S""" 

^'<^^^iXT„r£'six^^^^^^^^^ » .... 

ERIC DOCUMENTS 

current Inde, to Journals In Fd„rat1on (CUE) indexes very occasional articles on pari lanentary law. 
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^"■^^^"^'^^Q'^ i^'^P Indexes convention papers on the subject «nd specialized publications that 
•^q^JTol^nfiSf be overlooked. Consider the tollowtng examples. huui itowiun^ mat 

•Using Parliamentary Procedure: A Guide for Industrial Cooperative Training Programs." Learning Activities 
Picrtge 3,- Published by Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University for use by Vocational Indust- 
rial Clubs of Ainerica (VICA). These are high school students taking a half day of school and the other 
half In supervised work experiences. ERIC EO 193 522. 

Wolfarth. Donald L, "The University Parliamentarian as a Gambler," Convention paper, also published In 
Parliamentary Journal, January 1982. The parliamentarian learns when to "play It right," when to hold 
laga<nst parliamentary Ignorance), and when to fold and walk away (from a no*w1n situation). ERIC EO 215 
Vo* . , 

•Streamlining Parliamentary Procedure." Leadership Pamphlet I 15 published by the Adult Education Asso- 
ciation, Includes seven articles and how tos. ERIC ED 216 229. 

■C«induct1np Meetings." A 9-page publication of the Indian Education Programs of the Office of Elementary 
ard secondary Education. -Written for anyone Interested In what makes a meeting run smoo hly (and what 
doesn't)," Indexed In 1983. ERIC EO 225 791, 

Haden, Ellen T. "Parliamentary Procedure Made Easy," Published by the Office of Vocational Education. 
South Carolina Department of Education. This 114-page pamphlet Indexed In 1983 Is one of a series of 
Gu»de5 for the Classroom Teacher. It contains 13 lessons and includes student handouts and transparencies. 
It Is based on the Wewly Revised Robert, ERIC EO 231 724, 

FILHS AND PEt^lODICALS • ' 

Preparing films for educational purposes has become expensive. I am not aware of new films since our last 
bibliography was published In 19P0; therefore, the section on films is reproduced below. Some of these 
films may not be available* but they may still be In many of the libraries affiliated with the Educational 
Film Library Assodat' n. As far as periodicals! I have seen only a few copies of National Parliamentarian 
but have «o reason for changing the description from the 1980 bibliography. I edited Parliamentary Journal 
for three years and still contribute with some frequency, and I now edit the occasional issues o? CAP^ NEWS 
so again I have no reason for changing this section of the bibliography, 

FILMS 

A, fi]m apprcprijte for iduU. college, and high-jchool audiences. 

Cortf'jrtjn^a IT^ftlno. Ccronet. U ninutet, black and white. One of the Young America series, this Him 
pictures a dubmetlnq beccning confused. Errors are corrected by an off-camera voice. Film reviews 
the fteps In correctly handling a motion. r«w.«w, 

fir. Chalr-i^ n: The Tundamentals Of Pari U'^entary Law , Encyclopedia Britannlca. 13 minutes, black and 
wlittt or color. Pniflated. Explains rotions end precedence, with chart and episodes. 
Ptrllargwtary Procure, rational Film Board of Canada. 22 minutes, b^ack «nd white. Covers nethods 
of presenting a motion. aa-^ndMnt, arendnient to the ainen(fenentt point order, and parliamentary Inquiry, 
f\Xm for high school students. 

fJjioHtvj^t?. McGraw-Hill. 7 minutes, black and white. A class of high-school students disapproves 
the support given by student-council representatives to a measure curtailing extracurricular activities. 
ParHa-'Knt>ry Prcc^^ure. Coronet. U minutes, black and white. Peports a meeting of the Safe Drivers 
Club. Checks off a ineeting agenda, stressing the methods of hawJI'ng a motion, including primary and 
secondary anen«ients. » k / « 

Parn^ffwntary Prcc ?tjre in Actio n. Cnronet. 14 minutes, black and whiti!. Shot at the University School 
of Irdia^ia university. Snows tr-e agenda of the high school dranatics club checked off Item by Ite^. 
Illustrates point of Order, tabling, point of inquiry, division of the house, a^d i call for orders of 
the e^y* 

PEP IOOICALS 

. < 9"g^* r 1 < yieiiirljll - * ouarterly publication of the fiational Association of Parllanentarians. Heavily 
vsed as a fouse organ by f«P, this Journal has occasional substantive articles by important parliaroen- 
tar fans . 

. >*rHayentjry Journal. A quarterly publ ication of the Airerican Institute of ParliaTentarians. Includes 
$ubsti/»t»ve articles on parliarentary procedures and group decision-making, as Kell as «n Ooinlons 
rolwm, took reviews, and letters te the editor. Runs 40-44 pages. AIP has a separate house organ, tht 
yoyrwlcato^ . 

^ Kg' occasional publication of the Coonisslon on American Parliamentary Practice. A house orgwi 
»ru shm articles and news Item gleaned froa "any different sources. 
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